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Talk for Sunday 17th May,  4th Sunday @10am  - God within 
 
We do not usually follow the lectionary on our 4th Sunday contemporary service but as a place to start I 
think this week gives a lot of encouragement and important reminders, especially in these times we find 
ourselves.  

I invite you to think about our church, the building where we worship and where we were attending 

weekly before the lockdown began. What do you recall about its physical structure? How does it make you 

feel when you remember it? I invite you to visualise in your mind how the church may be viewed by others 

in the community. Maybe by new people to the community or those who have never been to church? 

Some of you may be watching. So good morning!  

 

I wonder what words you would use to describe the church? Whether you have been lots of times before 

and call it home or have never stepped through the doors. I am a trainee Reader at St Mary’s and in my 

own response I found words coming to mind such as welcoming, community focussed, a family, a tucked 

away treasure of the community.  I noticed that each response is not that of a building but of a people. You 

and me are the living stones and it is our faith and example that will draw others near to God.  

 

At this time, as we know, access to our church building isn’t possible and for some this is heart breaking. 

For some going to a church building is a really important part of faith. For me gathering with the body of 

Christ is the thing I miss the most. Gathering and participating together so I can hear my neighbour when 

joining in the liturgy. Oh and the singing!   

Church access during this time has also been a hotly debated topic which I think Dave Walker’s cartoon 

from The Church Times captures quite sensitively.  
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What an important time to be reflecting on what the Church is, where we find God, where we have our 

hope and to be reminded that we are not alone. God has not been locked inside the building.  

Perhaps this is this time to really understand that WE are the church. It is US who must welcome and lead 

by example. We become the church during the week at home and for some at work as well as church in 

our place when we are allowed to get together again. This is our calling as Christians to be the light and salt 

in the world. In the world beyond the church doors.  

 

Our reading from Acts 17 is such an important passage when it comes to thinking about our calling as 

Christians today. The context, Athens, was a place of a wide spread of different beliefs, just like today. Paul 

reminds us that ‘God does not live in shrines made by human hands.’ In this passage though the inclusion of 

the temple was almost superstitious, to a God with whom they had no relationship.  

 

Do we believe that God is less present in the vicar’s garden or at the kitchen table, the curate or trainee 

Reader’s study than our church buildings? A vicar I follow on Twitter the Rev Caroline Beckett states that 

we need to be “careful not to diminish the spiritual reality of the presence of God in this format just 

because it may be new and uncomfortable to us.” For some people this has and will only ever be their 

access to ‘church.’ For others this opens the doors of the church and lets them have a look from a safe 

viewing point. They can turn up anonymously. Seek from the shadows and hunt out hope from home. 

 

Statistics are being published in relation to the number of people connecting with online church. Tearfund 

have undertaken one such survey and the results showed that a quarter of adults in the UK have watched 

or listened to a religious service since the coronavirus lockdown began. That’s around 15 million, nearly 10 

times the number who normally come to church. Other faiths too have reported surges in people engaging 

with online religious activities as places of worship have been closed during the lockdown. And one in 20 

people have started praying. Many people are reaching out to a God who they aren’t sure even exists, but 

just might, like those people in Athens. It seems that there is a huge search for hope at this time, 

something to hold on to, which is completely understandable - and hope is something we are able to offer, 

because of God’s love.   

For Peter, as for all the New Testament writers, hope is not a vague aspiration or a dream. Our hope is in 

Jesus Christ the one who ‘suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring 

us to God.’ Our hope is in a somebody not a something. And that somebody doesn’t live in church. Our 

church buildings may be shut for mass public worship but God is still very much here and active. In fact 

God is in the heart of every believer via the Holy Spirit which we are reminded of in today’s Gospel reading. 

The Holy Spirit abides with us and we are not alone. God is within.  

How might we, in our society, in the current crisis help others find the hope they are looking for? How 

might we offer them the love of Jesus? 

 

Last Sunday Bishop Graham was on Radio Norfolk talking about access to the church which had just 

changed to allow one person in leadership and their household into the church building. He said: 

“The church has continued being the church by serving its community, by serving meals, by providing 

support, by providing  a listening ear to those who are in isolation. This small change in the policy for some 
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clergy to enter the church building will bring some degree of comfort and hope to parishioners who know 

prayer is being said on their behalf in the church building which is a treasure trove of memory that they so 

love and delight in.” 

 

This provision Bishop Graham mentions is what speaks of love and hope. You need only look at the 

Diocesan news and social media channels to see the church in action offering love and hope to its 

communities. This is the time to be inspired to create the church that we know we should offer our 

communities. We aren’t doing this alone. This isn’t our work. The Holy Spirit is with us. 

  

The church is to be no longer a tucked away treasure of the community. The church is a body of people 

active and engaged on the frontline where they are living to bring love and hope and to share with people 

as those that came before us did. Many people are reaching out to a God who they aren’t sure even exists, 

but just might, like those people in Athens.  

 

Our buildings may be closed for the time being but we as the church are Jesus’s hands and feet. We are 

here and active. We are called to go beyond the walls and go where Jesus leads us and serve as he calls us. 

In my experience this call usually involves being outside my comfort zone and not what I expected. Live 

streaming in the ‘sacred space of home’ feels most fitting. Amen. 

 

A short poem to end by Ruth Wells 

God snuck home. 

No longer bound 

by the expectations 

of a ‘consecrated’ building 

She’s concentrated her efforts 

on breaking out. 

Now in the comfort of 

a well-worn dining table 

she shares some bread 

with some friends 

And she laughs. 

And she weeps. 

In the sacred space of home. 

 

 


